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E R W I N  B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S
R E G U L A R  M I N U T E S  

J A N U A R Y  5 ,  2 0 1 7  
E R W I N ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  

The Board of Commissioners for the Town of Erwin with Mayor Patsy Carson presiding, held 
its Regular Meeting in the Town Hall on Thursday, January 5, 2017  at 7:00  P. M. in Erwin, 
North Carolina. 

Board Members present were: Commissioners William Turnage, Frankie Ballard, Alvester 
McKoy, Randy Baker, Ricky Blackmon, and Thurman Whitman. 

Assist. Town Manager/Planner Snow Bowden and Town Clerk Cynthia Patterson were present.  

Interim Town Manager Richard Hicks was absent. 

Town Attorney Mac Hunter was present. 

Mayor Patsy Carson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P. M.  

Commissioner McKoy gave the invocation. 

Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner Ballard made a motion to add to the agenda under New Business Item E Handicap 
Ramp for History Room and was seconded by Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted 
unanimously. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Commissioner Blackmon made a motion to approve (Item A) Approval of Regular Minutes of 
12/01/16 and (Item B) Financial Report Summary for November 2016 and was seconded by 
Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted unanimously. 

A copy of the November 2016 Financial Report Summary is incorporated into these minutes as 
Attachment #1  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Turnage made a motion to open the public hearing at 7:02pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner McKoy.  The Board voted unanimously. 

ADDING (4-WAY) STOP SIGNS TO FOUR (4) INTERSECTIONS IN TOWN LIMITS 

Town Planner/Asst. Town Manager Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board that 
staff is seeking approval to add eight intersections to the list of streets that have stop signs found 
in Appendix I, Section 109.  If this item is approved, it will make the following intersections 
four-way stops: South 18th and West E Street, South 15th and West E Street, South 17th and 
West F Street and North 14th and West M Street. Two of these intersections are on the Dunn-
Erwin Rail Trail Extension (South 18th and West E St. and South 17th and West F St.). 
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Mr. Bowden also informed the board that legally we do not need stop signs at the Rail Trail due 
to the fact that we have the right signs up (Yield Signs) however at this particular area of the 
Rail Trail even though there is crush n run next to it where people will be walking on, it’s more 
of a mix use and there will be people walking on the road or riding their bike on the road.   

Commissioner Ballard asked the question, West E. Street and South 18th Street, do we not have 
a sewer truck that travels that road.  Mr. Bowden stated that he assumed we do, haven’t seen it 
in person however with the water plant being right there I would think so. 

Commissioner Ballard stated that he went out and looked at this particular site and has some 
concerns with the fact that they will pull up at the sewer plant and will have to stop and they will 
go up to the intersection of West E. Street and South 15th Street and stop and then go on out.  
Commissioner Ballard also asked Mr. Bowden did he check on the intersection of West F. Street 
and South 17th Street with a problem with the school buses not going to be able to turn.  Mr. 
Bowden stated that he called Harnett County with the Board of Education and spoke with the 
Transportation Dept. and was told they would call him back.  They had not heard of any 
complaints however that does not mean there were no complaints but will follow up with Mr. 
Bowden tomorrow. 

Commissioner Turnage stated that there were no State Law’s that said the Town of Erwin has to 
do this right?  Mr. Bowden replied by saying that is correct. 

Commissioner Turnage stated that he took it upon himself to go down the Dunn Rail Trail.  You 
go down North 10th Street no stop sign, go on down to Erwin Access Road no stop signs there, 
went as far down as Hodges Crossroads no stop signs there.  What is the difference between the 
two Rail Trails that we are going to put up all these stop signs?  We have a lot of people 
complaining about putting the rail trail there to begin with and did a lot of work to get these 
people satisfied and now we want to put up a lot of stop signs.  Do we need to do that? 
Mr. Bowden stated that we don’t have to, I’m just proposing this to be proactive with safety 
being priority.  The biggest difference how I did it maybe not the way you would do it, the 
original rail trail being on the retired railroad tracks is separate even though you are crossing the 
road, with this rail trail, the roads are right next to the rail trail and no clear separation or barrier 
to protect you.  And the people riding bikes I would assume more than likely will be on the road.   

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this proposal to please come 
forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

Grace Watts of 403 South 15th Street came forward and addressed the board.  Ms. Watts stated 
that she lives at one of the proposed areas South 15th Street and West E. Street.  The septic tank 
trucks and City of Dunn trucks come down and during the summer it’s really bad.  Those cars 
fly down through West E. Street and sometimes we are outside with the children playing.  It can 
be a dangerous thing.  Now on that end I would say yes we may need that precaution but I’m not 
sure about the other because I live here and see what goes on.  In the winter time it’s not that 
bad.  Thanked Mr. Snow for considering and looking at this safety issue for the residents of 
Erwin and if you were to put it anywhere this one and the one closer to the water plant I would 
be in agreement of that.  Thank you. 
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Eunice Hymes of 727 West M. Street, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Ms. Hymes 
asked of where the four way stop signs are going to be located.  Mr. Bowden replied by saying 
basically you will have four way stop signs at South 17th Street and West F. Street, South 18th 
Street and West E. Street, North 14th Street and West M. Street, and West E. Street and South 
15th Street. 
Ms. Hymes then said thank you. 

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak against this proposal to please come forward 
take the oath and state your name and address. 

Freddie Faircloth 1107 West E. Street, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. 
Faircloth stated that Mr. Bowden had mentioned the one at West E. Street and South 18th Street 
and he expressed his concern.  I can see the point but here is my thoughts.  Try to back up and 
regroup and figure something else out.  Maybe a speed bump prior to the intersection and a speed 
bump after.  You get a tractor trailer loaded down with something full or get a rollback loaded 
down with two vehicles, you are pulling a hill the whole way until you get to South `18th Street 
at the top of the hill until you level off.  I understand safety, we need to brighten up the crosswalks 
instead of two white lines.  We need to look at other issues.  As for the one on South 15th Street 
and West E Street that’s law enforcement let them handle it.  If it’s a problem with speeding that 
has nothing to do with pedestrians crossing the road.   

Richard West of 808 West E. Street, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. West 
stated that is the yield sign going to be in the middle of the road all the time or not.  Mr. Bowden 
stated that yes it is.  Mr. West stated that you will not get an 18-wheeler, school bus, trash truck, 
etc. through there, you can’t make that turn.  The road has always been too narrow for large 
vehicles even for 2 vehicles to pass down that road.  Mr. West stated that he could not see a four 
way stop sign at any of the places proposed.  Erwin is a small town and don’t need all of these 
stop signs.  You have more situations to worry about before putting more stop signs up. 

Commissioner Ballard made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:32pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted unanimously. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Blackmon made a motion to approve four way stop signs 
at the following intersections to Appendix I, Traffic, and Section 109: 

West F Street South 17th Street East 
West F Street South 17th Street West 
North 14th Street West M Street North 
North 14th Street West M Street South 
West E Street South 15th Street  East 
West E Street South 15th Street West 

And seconded was Commissioner Baker.  The Board voted 4 for and 2 against (Commissioners 
Turnage and Ballard) 
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CONSIDERATION OF SOFTWARE UPDATE 

Town Planner/Asst. Town Manager Snow Bowden informed the board that the current software 
package for payroll being utilized by the Town is only being used by a very small number of 
customers with Harris Local Government and in the near future, our version will no longer be 
supported.  They have requested that we update to the latest version.  Attached for your review 
and information is their quote for the upgrade.  As you can see, there is no cost for the upgraded 
software, but the Town will have to pay for training on the new software, and the date conversion 
from the old version to the new version.  The total cost for the conversion is $2,620. 

Mr. Bowden also informed the board that a Budget Amendment will need to be approved to 
cover the cost.  We are proposing to use funds from the contingency fund. 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment 2017-02 for the 
purpose of transferring funds from the contingency contract services for software training and 
was seconded by Commissioner Blackmon.  The Board voted unanimously. 

A copy of the Harris Local Government Quote and Budget Ordinance Amendment BOA 2017-
02 is incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #2 

CONSIDERATION OF LEASE RENEWAL---AMERICAN TOWER 

Town Planner/Asst. Town Manager Snow Bowden informed the board that Interim Town 
Manager Richard Hicks received an updated counter offer from American Tower.  American 
Tower has proposed a 40 year lease extension to the Town in exchange for a $20,000 signing 
bonus, a 3.6% annual escalation rate on lease payments and ten years of rent guaranteed.  If the 
town accepted this offer, it would amend the current lease that ends in 2029 to a lease that would 
end in 2069. 

Mr. Hicks responded by email on November 30, 2016 and indicated that they would propose a 
$30,000 signing bonus and would only be able to guarantee 10 years of rent.  The annual 
escalation of 3% on the lease payments would still be applicable. 

Mr. Hicks did respond back to his email and again requested a $35,000 signing bonus and have 
not heard back.  After all of the correspondence back and forth, this proposal does not vary much 
from the original proposal.  It does not appear that they are willing to offer any additional 
enhancements to the contract. 

After some discussion from the board, it was the Consensus of the Board to wait 30 days and 
look at it at the next meeting. 

Commissioner Blackmon made a motion to Table the Lease Renewal from American Tower 
until the next regular meeting which will be held on Thursday, February 2, 2017 at 7pm and was 
seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  The Board voted unanimously. 
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AWARD OF BIDS FOR DEMOLITION OF RESIDENCE AT 107 HOLMES STREET 

Town Planner/Asst. Town Manager Snow Bowden informed the board that staff only received 
one bid for demolition and it was from Registers Land Development, LLC in the amount of $ 
4,850. 

Commissioner Ballard made a motion to accept the Demolition of Residence at 107 Holmes 
Street to Register Land Development, LLC in the amount of $4,850 PIN# 0597-71-6688.000 
and was seconded by Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted unanimously. 

A copy of the RFP Demolition Bid for Register Land Development, LLC is incorporated 
into these minutes as Attachment #3 

POLICE DEPARMENT BUDGET AMENDMENT 

Town Planner/Asst. Town Manager Snow Bowden informed the Police Department has 
requested that $1,500 be moved from the gas/fuel line item (10-5100-310) to the special 
operations line item (10-5100-550). On August 9th, 2016, the Police Department dispensed the 
$3,500.00 that was allocated to the special operations line item to pay for information that led 
to the arrest of the fugitive Brandon Keith Williams. Mr. Williams had committed several 
serious crimes inside the town limits of Erwin. The funds that are allocated to the special 
operations line item are used for drug enforcement and crime prevention. 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve the Budget Amendment 2017-03 for the purpose 
of transferring funds Account 10-5100-310 to 10-5100-550 and was seconded by Commissioner 
Ballard.  The Board voted unanimously. 

A copy of the Budget Amendment 2017-03 is incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #4 

DISCUSSION OF HANDICAPP RAMP AT HISTORY ROOM 

Commissioner Turnage informed the board that he had an individual that would like to join the 
history room however this individual is in a wheel chair.  The history room has no handicap 
availability.  Commissioner Turnage stated he does not know how we have gotten away with 
this all these years.  He would like a ramp installed. 

After some discussion, staff was directed to get prices and quotes. 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

Mr. Hunter informed the board of some pending lawsuits 
















