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E R W I N  B O A R D  O F  C O M M I S S I O N E R S
R E G U L A R  M I N U T E S  

O C T O B E R  6 ,  2 0 1 6  
E R W I N ,  N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  

The Board of Commissioners for the Town of Erwin with Mayor Patsy Carson presiding, held 
its Regular Meeting in the Town Hall on Thursday, October 6, 2016  at 7:00  P. M. in Erwin, 
North Carolina. 

Board Members present were: Commissioners William Turnage, Alvester McKoy, Randy 
Baker, Ricky Blackmon, and Thurman Whitman. 

Board Members absent were:  Commissioner Frankie Ballard. 

Interim Town Manager Richard Hicks, Assist. Town Manager/Planner Snow Bowden and Town 
Clerk Cynthia Patterson were present.  

Town Attorney Mac Hunter was present. 

Mayor Patsy Carson called the meeting to order at 7:00 P. M.  

Commissioner McKoy gave the invocation. 

Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Commissioner McKoy made a motion to approve the agenda as is and was seconded by 
Commissioner Blackmon.  The Board voted unanimously. 

CONSENT ITEMS 

Commissioner McKoy made a motion to approve (Item A) Approval of Regular Minutes of 
09/01/16 and (Item B) Approval of Workshop Minutes of 09/15/16 and (Item C) Financial 
Report Summary for August 2016, and was seconded by Commissioner Blackmon.  The Board 
voted unanimously. 

A copy of the August 2016 Financial Report Summary and Budget Amendment 2016-2017--001 
is incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #1  

PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Turnage made a motion to go into a public hearing at 7:03pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner McKoy.  The Board voted unanimously. 
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TEXT AND MAP AMENDMENTS TO CREATE A NEW ZONING DISTRICT FOR 
DOWNTOWN MILL VILLAGE (DMV) 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board.  Mr. 
Bowden stated that there is an eight-block area in the mill village that is in a CB (Central 
Business) zoning district. There are some single-family dwellings that are found in this zoning 
district. Single-family homes are not permissible in a CB zoning district. Town staff 
recommends a new zoning district for this eight-block area into a district that will be known as 
the Downtown Mill Village (DMV) district. Single-family dwellings would be permissible in 
the DMV zoning district. 

The ultimate effect of not changing this eight-block area into a new zoning district is that the 
single-family homes that are currently in this area would continue to deteriorate. Currently, a 
single-family home is a nonconforming use, and the town can not issue any permits that would 
increase the properties nonconformity. There needs to be a change in this area to preserve the 
section of the mill village that is found in a CB zoning district. 

Mr. Bowden stated that the downtown mill village district since it will be a mixed use is a way 
to preserve the businesses and churches that are already there and residential.  The residential 
mill village is pretty much all residential structures. The residential is more than less changing 
setbacks for certain areas preserve the mill houses that are still here.   

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this proposed Text and Map 
Amendments to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

Adam Faulkner of 508 Denim Drive came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. Faulkner 
stated that when he bought the house it was originally zoned residential and later aware that it 
was commercial.  Recently tried to request a permit to build a garage due to the way his house 
was put in place.  The permit would not allow to pour concrete or build the actual garage itself.  
My plans for the garage was for storage and cars, etc.  Currently the way its zoned affects him 
in multiple ways not just the garage but the mortgage itself had complications getting it 
refinanced and appraisal needed.  He has put a lot of money into this house and making it a 
home.   

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Faulkner how he felt like Mr. Snow stated this is more of a 
mixed use type district where you can have your house and then right next door you could have 
a professional office building next door.  How do you think that would impact you in your life 
style in this close to your residents?  

Mr. Faulkner stated he was preparing for this and thinking about all of the things and don’t 
have all the details that this board has however coming here today what it blocks me from 
doing as a resident but don’t know all the details of this plan.  I’m really asking your advice on 
this.  To my knowledge of what I’m hearing it has some draw backs for allowing things like  
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that.  Personally, I live beside of a church so if you are asking me about a business beside me 
that was professional that worked from 8am-5pm would bothering me, probably not.  I respect 
that businesses will invest more in security and not worried about it.  If someone would open a 
mechanic shop next door and wanted to run that all day everyday changing tires, that would be 
another conversation.  Mr. Faulkner stated that he owns a business himself that builds websites 
and have people come and go all the time.  We have never had any complaints from the 
neighbors.  We know all of our neighbors and respect them.  Mr. Faulkner is hoping to 
continue living here however the way things are set up he cannot grow as a family.   

Ashley Faulkner of 508 Denim Drive came forward and addressed the board.  Mrs. Faulkner 
stated things her husband Adam didn’t mentioned.  When her husband first tried for a permit, 
he was told that we couldn’t do anything to our property if it burnt down.  It’s zoned 
commercial and even if we would have sold it to a business they couldn’t do anything until the 
house burnt down.  It does affect our tax value however recently refinanced the house and the 
value that they went for was much less even though we have done a lot of work to the inside of 
the house.  They appraised it for $103,000 and if we wanted to sell it could we get what we 
really want back out of it.  We would like to do within reason a garage at our house not too big 
however at least a two car garage.   

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak against the proposed Text and Map 
Amendments to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

No one came forward. 

Commissioner Blackmon made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:33pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner Turnage. The Board voted unanimously. 

Majority of the board did not have any problem with this amendment however suggested in 
moving under Sec. 36-182 Permitted Principal Uses and Structures #8 Entertainment facilities 
whose operation is conducted entirely within an enclosed building and #9 Athletic and exercise 
facilities whose operation is conducted entirely within an enclosed building to Sec. 36-184 
Conditional Uses. 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve the proposed Text and Map Amendments to 
create a new Zoning District for Downtown Mill Village (DMV) to be placed in Chapter 36 
Zoning, Article VII-A Downtown Mill Village (DMV) (a new mixed uses district).  In this 
district as presented would move that entertainment facility and personal Services 
Establishments be moved from Sec. 36-182 Permitted principal uses and structures to Sec. 36-
184 Conditional Uses and add to this motion to direct the Planning Board at their next meeting 
to make sure they define these two and was seconded by Commissioner Blackmon.  The Board 
voted unanimously. 

A copy of the Ordinance for Text and Map Amendment to create a new Zoning District is 
incorporated into these minutes as Attachment #2 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Turnage made a motion to go into a public hearing at 7:40pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner Baker.  The Board voted unanimously. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR 1308 DENIM DRIVE TO OPERATE A 
DAYCARE FACILITY 24 HOURS A DAY AND SEVEN DAYS A WEEK  

(HC PIN# 1507-12-8521.000 & 1507-12-9476.000) 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board.  Mr. 
Bowden stated that this is a Conditional Use Permit for 1308 Denim Drive to operate a daycare 
facility.  The owners are Creative Angels Family Child Care.  They had an existing conditional 
use permit which allowed them to operate from 5:30am to Midnight.  They are requesting an 
amendment to that conditional use permit to operate 24 hours a day and seven days a week.   

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this proposed Conditional Use 
Permit to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

Amy Pion of 2412 Byrd’s Mill Road, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Ms. Pion 
stated that she once had a home that operated 24 hours and had so many kids that wanted to 
enroll at the home that we had to close and find a building.  We opened up Hwy 55 because we 
had to wait for the State to make sure that 1308 Denim Drive was free of lead and waited a 
year.  We had parents that worked usual shifts and was the only ones around here that was a 
daycare center that was opened 24 hours.  So we would like for this daycare facility at 1308 
Denim Drive to operate 24 hours because all the people that was at the home and the other 
center wanted to move to Erwin due to it being bigger and location was better.  No one lives on 
the 2nd floor.  The 2nd floor is mostly storage for toys.  Ms. Pion also stated that we need a 
special license to run a daycare which is regulated for 24 hours we just need to get the building 
in compliance to operate 24 hours.  Ms. Pion informed the board that in the last couple of 
weeks she has enrolled 22 new families with a total of 55-65 families, 85 is limit of kids that 
we can have.   

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak against the proposed Conditional Use Permit 
to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

No one came forward. 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to close the public hearing at 7:48pm and was seconded by 
Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted unanimously. 
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The Board then went through the Findings of Facts 

1. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the use requested is listed among the
conditional uses in the district for which application is made.  Stated yes that this address
is zoned B-2 and is a permitted conditional use and was seconded by Commissioner
Blackmon.  Motion Unanimously Approved.

2. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the requested use is essential or desirable to the
public convenience or welfare. Stated yes this center will provide the need for people
that have to work at night and was seconded by Commissioner Blackmon.  Motion
Unanimously Approved.

3. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the requested use will not impair the integrity
or character of the surrounding or adjoining districts, nor be detrimental to the health,
morals, or welfare.  Stated yes, that this building already been issued a conditional permit
and was seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  Motion Unanimously Approved.

4. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the requested use will be in conformity with
the Land Development Plan.  Stated yes, that this daycare will provide a need to the
residents of Erwin and was seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  Motion Unanimously
Approved.

5. Board Member Melinda Alvarado made a motion that adequate utilities, access roads,
drainage, sanitation and/or other necessary facilities have been or are being provided.
Stated yes all is provided and was seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  Motion
Unanimously Approved.

6. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the adequate measures have been or will be
taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize traffic congestion in the
public streets.  Stated yes, that this daycare has plenty parking therefore will have no
issues for parking in the streets and was seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  Motion
Unanimously Approved.

7. Commissioner Baker made a motion that the conditional use shall, in all other respects,
conform to the applicable regulations of the district in which it is located, except as such
regulations may, in each instance, be modified by the Board of Commissioners pursuant
to the recommendations of the Planning Board.  Stated yes that this daycare has already
been approved once and just need to change one of the conditions and was seconded by
Commissioner McKoy.  Motion Unanimously Approved.

Commissioner Baker made a motion to approve application 2016-03 Childcare Center located 
at 1306 & 1308 East Denim Drive under the conditions of all Federal, State and local Codes for 
this type of facility are met prior to expansion of operational hours and was seconded by 
Commissioner Blackmon.  Motion Unanimously Approved. 

A copy of the Conditional Use Application for 1306 & 1308 East Denim Drive is incorporated 
into these minutes as Attachment #3 
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PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to go into a public hearing at 7:53pm and was seconded by 
Commissioner Turnage.  The Board voted unanimously. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO TURN AN EXISTING BUILDING LOCATED AT 
290 IRIS BRYANT ROAD INTO TWO TOWNHOMES (HC PIN# 0596-59-4352.000) 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board.   Mr. 
Bowden stated that this Conditional Use Permit request is to turn an existing building at 290 Iris 
Bryant Road into two separate townhomes. Currently, the building is used for storage. 

Commissioner Baker asked was Mr. Elmore’s plan to subdivide this property.  Mr. Bowden 
stated that it was discussed before however does not show in his site plan.  If you wish to do 
townhomes it will need to be subdivided.  Would suggest in continuing this and go back to the 
Planning Board for reconsideration to replot it. 

Commissioner Baker asked what size lots are we looking at if he cuts this up.  Mr. Bowden stated 
that they would need a Variance from the Board of Commissioners or Board of Adjustments. 

Commissioner Blackmon stated that on that specific development in the conditional use section 
of the ordinance it talks about Plan Unit Development (PUD) and Condominium townhomes 
follow the perk of the land.  So once he establishes his plan you can waiver those lot dimensions 
and setback dimensions based off his development plan so that’s built in.  The issue with this 
one is we don’t necessarily need to see the building we just need to see the actual site plan 
showing the two lots of where the townhomes are going to sit and show that they are attached. 

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this proposed Conditional Use 
Permit to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

Charles Byrd of 100 Tom Byrd Lane, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. Byrd 
stated that he was speaking on behalf of Henry Elmore.  Mr. Elmore said thank you for bearing 
with him in the fact that he could not be here.  He is currently in Florida and had several flights 
cancelled trying to get out.  Mr. Byrd stated that Mr. Elmore is making sure that what he is doing 
can be conform too.  Mr. Byrd stated that each town home has to have its own section of property.  
His plan is that the townhomes will be connected by patio at which will be the connecting part 
to comply being a townhome.  One townhome will be a one bedroom and the other a two 
bedroom and will go down the middle of the patio will be split.  He will have it surveyed and 
apologized of not knowing that the property needed to be surveyed in advanced.  He will have 
this done immediately and submit this back.  It will be completely fenced and there will be no 
access from Iris Bryant Road due to traffic.  Access will be only coming in from Chicora Road.  
All of the townhomes will be brick.  Asphalt will be done for parking. 
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Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak against the proposed Conditional Use Permit 
to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

No one came forward. 

Commissioner Turnage made a motion to close the public hearing at 8:07pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner McKoy.  The Board voted unanimously. 

Commissioner Baker made a motion to table this Conditional Use Permit request until the next 
regular schedule meeting which will be Thursday, November 3, 2016 at 7pm for pending plan 
submittal from the applicant and was seconded by Commissioner McKoy.  The Board voted 
unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Blackmon made a motion to go into a public hearing at 8:09pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner Baker.  The Board voted unanimously. 

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW AN EVENT CENTER/BANQUET HALL 
AS A CONDITIONAL USE IN A M-1 ZONING DISTRICT  

(CODE OF ORDINANCE SECTION 36-312) 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board.   Mr. 
Bowden stated that this is a proposed Zoning Text Amendment that would allow an event 
center/banquet center as a conditional use in an M-1 Zoning District. The applicant wants to 
open a boxing training facility that would also host boxing shows, wrestling shows, and other 
events. The applicant would like to be able to rent out the space for reunions, concerts, and 
other social events. Mr. Smith has stated that he needs to be able to host events to raise money 
for the Event Center.  

Commissioner Baker asked what is the exact classification are we looking at.  Mr. Bowden 
stated that he had a hard time with this and thought that social hall would cover it better than 
banquet hall.  Basically it’s an assembly so social hall would define it better. 

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of this proposed Zoning Text 
Amendment to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

Mitchell Smith of 802 East Edgerton Street, Dunn came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. 
Smith stated that the location he is looking at was once the PALS and would not be changing 
any more than that.  Mr. Smith stated that he is looking at doing a gym.  He has around 30 kids 
that he has been training on the streets.   Mr. Smith is an ex-football player with the University 
of South Carolina Game Cox, had a year with Dallas before he was injured, went into the 
military, and was on the Olympic Boxing team, qualified with the Olympics in 1992 for Track 
and Field.  So he is very heavy into sports and really geared in helping our youth.  Looking at 
US Amateur Boxing which ranges from 6-18 and from 18-34 for the age brackets.  Would love  
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to be able to provide scholarships for kids in High School.  Also looking at renting this building 
out in doing family reunions. Mr. Smith stated that for a professional one day show he will apply 
for a special use permit for beer/alcohol.  This will be similar as the coliseum in Fayetteville 
where you have different types of shows coming in.  You do not want to limit yourself due to 
the fact that you have a crowd that is wanting beer we will have control with the Police Dept. 
and ABC and has talked with the Chief of Police.  They are not applying for ABC license as a 
building only for a special use permit with conditions.  Has a Wrestling League out of Havelock 
with a whole WWF show and is a beer crowd and would supply beer for that crowd.  Not looking 
at hard liquor only beer at these events.  We will have proper security on the inside with also the 
Police Dept. on the outside as well.  With the Town’s Police Dept. being small, Mr. Smith stated 
that he has talked with Harnett County Sheriff Dept. as well. 

Commissioner Turnage stated that he understood that the City of Dunn has turned you down 
twice, can you explain that to us.  Mr. Smith stated that basically the first time he went before 
the City of Dunn the building was Blessing Book Store and I tried to turn that into the gym and 
they stated that “Mr. Smith go find something that is out sitting by itself so you will be able to 
do your facility”.  At the same time Grandson’s Restaurant was coming in to the City and would 
be a conflict on parking.  The next time, Mr. Smith found a building that was sitting out by itself 
and the City of Dunn said “you found a building however one of your neighbors is an electrician 
and owns all the property around you and he does not want this”.   

Commissioner Turnage asked if he was going to serve alcohol at the boxing events.  Mr. Smith 
stated that the boxing events we will serve beer.  The boxing events will be considered a show 
there is a difference between a show and for the kids to come in and practice on a day to day 
basis.  Mr. Smith assured the board that the alcohol will be controlled.   

Commissioner Baker asked Mr. Smith if he was aware that the Athletic and Exercise Facility is 
a permitted use in M-1.  Mr. Smith replied yes he did, what I didn’t want to do is have a place 
for them then have to go find a place for the shows/events.  Would like to keep it in one place. 

Commissioner Baker stated that this is strictly for the text amendment, basically there are three 
areas in the Town of Erwin Zoning District that are M-1.  And the first thing that I’m looking at 
is the intent of each zoning district.  Basically straight out of our ordinance the intent of this 
district is established to protect or promote suitable locations for wholesaling, manufacturing 
and processing industries.  What it is already permitted for is the Athletic and Exercise Facilities 
which is indoor and instructional just is what you are saying to bring kids in and teach them to 
box and you are giving them a venue where they can go instead of being out on the street.  But 
where the cross comes in is when you have a facility that is the magnitude of industrial facility.  
You may be where in 10-12 inches away through a firewall there is a possibility of a 
manufacturing facility.  Someone could be making washing machines in there and I’m trying to 
piece together the different type of uses how a social type use and kids visiting the plant and 
going in there, how is that going to comingle in with a heavy industrial use.  Back when the mill  
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was up and going chain link fences was all around it with guard house.  Not intended for the 
public to enter those facilities and how are those two things going to work together.  When we 
make a text amendment it not only effects the particular portion of the building you are looking 
at, it effects the entire zoning district and its effects the zoning at the river and back over here.  I 
can’t base my decision for a text amendment on a specific portion of one building that you are 
looking at.  It’s more of a conditional use. 

Mr. Smith replied that this portion of the building, I’m already working on both sides 100,000 
square feet building, a business is getting ready to go in there now.  Mr. Smith is working with 
Norman Avery closely.  Mr. Smith will be in the middle of one business shipping and receiving 
business which he is putting in himself, the gym and the flea market.  So all 3 of those businesses 
is what he is getting ready to come back before the board as well.  Everything on that side is 
what Mr. Smith will be putting in there.  It will not be a conflict on another business because it’s 
what I’m putting in there. 

Commissioner Blackmon stated that when we do a text amendment for a zoning map change it 
effects everything, so when we look at a zoning text amendment we have to look at our Land 
Use Plan to make sure it complies with our Land Use Plan.  So when you are looking at that, is 
that what we want in an M-1 District.  Has nothing to do with what you are putting in.  How 
would this effect the study we are doing with the downtown mill village. 

Mr. Bowden replied that it would not have a negative or impact on the study itself.  That study 
is looking at the other utilization or utilization of buildings and showing the mill right now not 
being utilized due to it being pretty much vacant.  It would show that progress is being made but 
it would not have any impact adverse or positive on that study.  Mr. Bowden also stated that he 
has talked with Mr. Smith a fair amount over this and to my understanding the whole idea of the 
events and shows are promoting the kids of what they learn and to raise money and make it free 
to the kids.  The reason why the zoning amendment came up was so he could have a social hall 
or gathering.  He was told that it was already permitted for a gym and could move along however 
this part, Mr. Bowden could not find anything I felt as a conditional use or a permitted use would 
allow for him to have shows, concerts or anything with social gatherings. 

Commissioner McKoy stated that you are talking about security and talking about serving beer, 
people get to drinking and start misbehaving.  The Town of Erwin has been a quiet little place 
for years as compared to other communities and I agree with what you are trying to do in bringing 
business to Erwin however like Commissioner Baker stated it’s zoned for industrial.  If you get 
this approval and use it for what you have stated with the security, would you utilize our Police 
Officers? 

Mr. Smith replied that he would be working with the Harnett County Sheriff Dept. along with 
Erwin Police Dept. and I have a private security company that will be inside.  I will not serve 
beer to get someone drunk.  The servers will be trained and licensed by the State so when they 
reach a certain level they are trained to handle that situation. 
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James Clark of 611 North Webster Ave., Dunn, came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. 
Clark stated that in honor and behalf of Erwin, he used to work in Erwin Cotton Mill and enjoyed 
that job.  I’m only here for Mitchell Smith for his efforts and he is not always financially awarded 
or received compliments on what he is trying to do.  The kids don’t wear their pants baggy and 
they head for home and back.  We have use for what’s been trained like that.  There are mixed 
races and that’s what he is trying to do.  He has people backing him and if he was granted that 
you will have people like me to tell them drunks if they do something wrong hope that the police 
will get you.  I don’t retain my emotions that is not the way progress is made.  I hope this board 
grants what he is asking for. 

Eunice Hymes of 727 West M. Street, Erwin came forward and addressed the board.  Ms. Hymes 
stated that she was listening to Mr. Smith and thinks his ideas are very important to the Town of 
Erwin.  If the social gatherings is left off and the serving of beer is eliminated would his proposal 
be accepted?   

Commissioner Baker replied that he was already allowed for per ordinance an Athletic and 
exercise facilities that’s conducted indoors and instructional.  He can go there and teach them 
how to wrestle and box however they can’t have social events like concerts or shows where you 
bring in professional wrestlers or boxers or have large sporting events.  The language in the 
ordinance is not intended for those type of social events.  You’re bringing in people in and paying 
and taking to watch competing for watches and belts, etc.  That’s the portion of what he’s asking 
to put in the text amendment that is not currently in there.  But as far as him having the ability 
to teach kids and bring kids in providing them and instructing them that’s already allowed.  He 
doesn’t have to ask us for that. 

Ms. Hymes asked if you would revise the text amendment, would that not mean Erwin would be 
bringing in more revenue for the Town. 

Commissioner Baker replied what he’s asking for to be conducted in those districts.  There are 
already districts in the Town that already allow what he’s asking for.  It’s just not in an industrial 
district.  We have highway business districts that those types of uses are already allowed as 
permitted use or conditional uses.  So there are opportunities in places within the Town that the 
board has already designated that these places are compatible as far as the use.  Just not in the 
industrial area however opportunities are there. 

Ruby Smith of 112 Fuller Street, Smithfield came forward and addressed the board.  Ms. Smith 
stated that she is Mitchell’s mother and raised him to be productive like all of her children.  I’m 
the first black female to ever have taxi cabs in Johnston County and first black female in Harnett 
County and Johnston County to bail bond persons at which we still own the company.  I raised 
Mitch to be productive and he has a lot of energy and a lot of following of young people and has 
the knowledge and wisdom.  He would be an asset to Erwin with what he’s planning to do.  
That’s not all of what he would like to bring here.  This town has been Erwin as long as I can 
remember.  I’m 77 years old and I remember the factory and it’s time for change.  It’s time for 
you to revamp what is happening here the buildings that are not being used and let people come 
in that have ideas.  We are getting older and this town has to grow.  It has to stand for something.   
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As for this Country is concerned, the black kids are suffering, they’re going to jail, going to 
prison especially black kids.  So how do you define him just because of the color of his skin?  
We’re looking at a lot of things here.  I stand before you and say it’s time for a change and it can 
start right here in Erwin with the young people and police getting involved the ones that all the 
anger management that I called the kids the DPH, I call them the alphabet children because of 
too many alphabet that they are laboring children.  Let them get in the gym but it has to be 
funded.  He has been trying so hard and about broke now and breaking me too.  With this big 
ring professional ring in a house that I have to store that I could use for something else because 
it’s too large to put anywhere else.  He has the equipment and ability to bring a change here in 
Erwin.  He’s tried other places and for some reason I don’t understand, it’s like the old people 
feel they are going to be in there forever blocking and stopping.  Now the events he would like 
to have, it’s going to require money and finances.  Now just training the children, are you all 
going to help him?  I doubt if it will be another manufacture and if so, that’s what you are here 
for to change the codes so that people can come in.  I feel if he is given the opportunity you will 
be very proud of what he can do.  We are thinkers and business minded people.  I feel that this 
town, Erwin would be a plus to Dunn and all the other places that turned him down when all he 
wants to do is to utilize the gift that he has. 

D. Smith of 137 Cumberland Street, Clinton came forward and addressed the board.  Mr. Smith 
stated that he understands as a black guy going into a gym without no problems and the board 
has said that there are other places in the district that will allow this.  The law is meant to be 
changed for the better and the way I see it is the building is huge and had family that work there 
and I work in a warehouse at the old Chicopee in Benson for years.  It’s kind of pointless for a 
building to be that huge and set up the gym here and find somewhere else to carry the kids, have 
to find another place to rent out.  All this money is coming out of our pockets and to me it defeats 
the purpose to have to pack up and move to host something that you have a building that is big 
enough to have a home for everything.  Alcohol will always be an issue.  It’s something in this 
world that we deal with either you drink or you don’t.  My father is a pastor in Dunn and will 
attend however he will not drink but will show his support.   

Mitchell Smith came back to address the board.  Mr. Smith stated that he went before the 
Planning Board and they discussed and saw a way through planning to make this thing work.  
Pretty much everyone agreed only 2 people out of 4 had concerns with the alcohol.  As for the 
gym and bringing people in, they saw something that Erwin needs and with that in mind we 
made it pass the first step and hope that this board will see it as well.  Even if you put stipulations 
in there as far as how you want me to do it and if there is anything that is in violation then I will 
shut it down with no questions.  Even if an industrial company would like to come in, I would 
be willing to shut it down.  We have to start somewhere. 

Mayor Carson asked if anyone would like to speak against the proposed Zoning Text 
Amendment to please come forward take the oath and state your name and address. 

No one came forward. 
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MINUTES CONTINUED FROM OCTOBER 6, 2016 

Commissioner Turnage made a motion to close the public hearing at 9:10pm and was seconded 
by Commissioner Baker.  The Board voted unanimously. 

Commissioner Baker stated that what has been presented to us tonight in granting the text 
amendment we would be going against our Land Use Plan and against our Land Use Regulatory 
documents so based on those reasons, Commissioner Baker made a motion to deny the proposed 
Zoning Text and Map Amendment to M-1 to allow Social Events/Other Events that has been 
submitted in this application and was seconded by Commissioner Whitman.  The Board voted 4 
for and 1 against (Commissioner McKoy). 

NEW BUSINESS 

DISCUSSION OF REZONING HEARING THAT WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE 
NOVEMBER TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board.   Mr. 
Bowden stated that Town Staff has proposed the creation of a new zoning district that will be 
known as the Residential Mill Village (RMV). This new zoning district would have a positive 
impact on 33 blocks and portions of 16 other blocks located in downtown Erwin that is 
currently in an R-10 zoning district. The primary goal of this proposed zoning district is to 
preserve the mill houses that are in downtown Erwin.  

The future effect of leaving R-10 dimensional requirements on the residential mill village lots 
is that, as houses are destroyed and/or removed, new/replacement dwellings will have to use 
the existing R-10 zoning dimension requirements thus creating a greater distance between 
houses. The setbacks in an R-10 zoning district will create a more suburban look instead of the 
mill village look that the town wants to maintain. Staff suggested that the town creates a new 
zoning district for this area that will have the same permitted and conditional uses in an R-10 
District; the new zoning district will have different setbacks that should preserve the mill 
village look. 

The Planning Board recommended this proposed zoning district for approval by the Town 
Board.  

DISCUSSION OF DECALS OF “IN GOD WE TRUST” ON THE 
 ERWIN POLICE CARS 

Assist. Manager/Town Planner Snow Bowden came forward and informed the board that it 
was brought to the attention of Town Staff that the town should consider putting the motto “In 
God We Trust” on our police vehicles. In your agenda, you will find a pamphlet from the 
company called the U.S. Motto Action Committee. This is the same company that the Harnett 
County Sheriff Department and the Town of Angier used to put the previously mentioned 
motto on their police vehicles. The company covers the costs of putting the motto on the police 
cars.   






